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Mission Statement

The mission of The Nature Conservancy is to 

preserve the plants, animals and natural communities 

that represent the diversity of life on Earth by 

protecting the lands and waters they need to survive.

The Nature Conservancy
Kentucky Chapter
642 West Main Street
Lexington, Kentucky  40508

Phone:  (859) 259-9655   
Fax:  (859) 259-9678
E-mail:  kentucky@tnc.org
Web Site:  nature.org/kentucky

A:  Flat Lick Falls
B:  Bridge over Licking River
C:  Yellow Lady’s Slipper
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Acting Director’s Message
I want to again thank the talented staff, loyal donors and Board of 
Trustees of the Kentucky Chapter of The Nature Conservancy who have 
welcomed and supported me as Acting Director since mid-November 
this past year.  

For those of you whom I’ve not yet met—my name is Scott Davis and 
I have been with The Nature Conservancy since 1994.  I served as 
Associate Director for the Ohio Chapter and Acting Director for the 
Wisconsin Chapter before becoming State Director for the Tennessee 
Chapter in 2000.  Last October, I was fortunate to be selected by the 
worldwide office as the international organization’s leading Director 
due to our chapter’s accomplishments.  Although I will continue my 
role as Tennessee State Director, I remain committed to galvanizing the 
conservation actions of Kentucky until a permanent director is located.   
  
Jim Aldrich made many friends over his nearly 20-year tenure as the 
Kentucky State Director.  Those who met Jim know him as a superb 
naturalist who enjoys field work and putting conservation to work on 
the ground.  It should come as no surprise that Jim decided to spend the 
remainder of his career with the Conservancy developing new ideas and 
techniques for stream restoration that will be applicable throughout the 
region.  

The successful conservation programs you’ll read about in this review 
were accomplished by the dedicated, hard working staff of the Kentucky 
Chapter.  During this transitional period, we will assess our progress 
department-wide to ensure the protection of Kentucky’s rich natural 
heritage as outlined in its strategic plan.  

Our quest to safeguard Kentucky’s biological diversity is enormously 
challenging.  Rest assured that within our borders and beyond, we will 
do more on every front:  protection and sound stewardship of critical 
habitat in our forests, waterways and rare natural communities, for both 
the people and wildlife that depend on the health of these ecosystems.  
Within the borders of our own backyard … and well beyond … Kentucky 
will continue to make great strides toward preserving one of the Earth’s 
best natural areas.  You have much to be proud of.

Warm regards,

Scott Davis
Acting Kentucky State Director

©Tom BarnesField of mist flower
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The Kentucky Chapter of  The Nature Conservancy 

conducts its operations while keeping these five 

“core values” in mind:

Integrity Beyond Reproach The trust and responsibilities 
placed in us by our donors, members, partners and the public are 
paramount. With honesty and strict accountability, we will maintain 
the highest ethical standards in all of our organizational endeavors.

Respect for People, Communities, and Cultures The 
Kentucky Chapter currently works in seven community based project 
areas across the state.  Each project site has a full time manager 
residing near the watershed who focuses on protecting and improving 
the biodiversity found there; and improving the quality of life for 
residents within the watershed.  We believe strong communities 
comprised of people who are aware of the benefits of a healthy 
ecosystem are essential to the long-term well-being of the watershed. 

Commitment to Diversity The Kentucky Chapter 
continuously seeks to build diversity within its staff. The Kentucky 
Chapter is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

One Conservancy Due to the small size of the Kentucky Chapter, 
it is often necessary for field staff to work together state-wide in order 
to accomplish our conservation goals.  A prime example of this “One 
Conservancy” attitude is found in our fire program. During the winter 
and spring months, most field staff work together as one team to 
maximize the amount of  prescribed fire that we are able to achieve in 
our priority areas.  This co-operation also extends across state lines by 
other state chapters to meet our collective prescribed fire goals. These 
efforts have included cross-boundary work with Indiana and Ohio. 
The Kentucky Chapter also works with the Tennessee Chapter to plan 
and implement work within the Northern Cumberland landscape. 

Tangible, Lasting Results The staff of the Kentucky Chapter is 
committed to achieving tangible, lasting results in the areas where we 
work. This is achieved by habitat restoration and the development of 
sound partnerships with our local, state, and federal partners. Habitat 
restoration and forming strong partnerships are just a few ways to 
ensure that these priority areas will remain intact for generations to 
come.

Administration

Terry Bopp   |   Director of Operations 

Diane R. Davis   |   Director of Philanthropy 

Scott Davis   |   Acting State Director

Lisa Morris   |   Office Manager

Sarah O’Rear   |   Protection Coordinator

Dian Osbourne   |   Director of Protection

Jeffery D. Sole   |   Director of Conservation Programs

Cadell Walker   |   Philanthropy Coordinator

Conservation

James R. Aldrich   |   Project Director for Mitigation		

John Burnett   |   Buck Creek Project Manager

Steven Fields   |   Green River Project Assistant

Joan Garrison   |   Roundstone Creek Project Coordinator	

Jim Hays   |   Rockcastle River Project Director

Nathan Hicklin   |   Obion Creek/Bayou de Chien 
		      Project Manager

Richie Kessler   |   Green River Project Coordinator
	
Christopher Minor   |   Licking River Project Director

Shelly Morris   |   Grand Rivers Corridor Project Manager

©Tom Barnes
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Six year-old Lydia and four year-old 
Isabel Escobar of Berea, Kentucky 
knew just what they wanted when 
friends asked what gifts they wanted for 
their birthday party. 

Forget the dolls, games and toys for 
them to play with.  What the sisters 
wanted was cold, hard cash. 

Lydia and Isabel wanted to give 
their birthday gift money to The 
Nature Conservancy to help save the 
Rainforests. 

local people … 
                      global ideas

  © The escobars

You may wonder what prompted two 
young girls to care so much about a place 
they have never visited. The answer is 
simple – their mother, Jennifer Rose 
Escobar, a successful musician, singer, 
dancer, and teacher to Lydia and Isabel, 
just completed a homeschool unit on 
Rainforests. “The unit left the girls 
wanting to do something more about the 
vanishing Rainforests.  My suggestion 
was to raise funds to save the Rainforests 
through their upcoming birthday party 
and the girls loved the idea” Jennifer 
explained.

Lydia and Isabel not only used their 
birthday party to raise money, they also 
used it as a platform to educate their 
guests about Rainforests. Jennifer’s 
husband Alfredo Escobar, a professional 
artist, used his creative talents to 
transform their home into a Rainforest 
for the birthday party; he even created 
a life-sized Kapok Tree outfitted with 
life like drawings of species found in the 
Rainforest. Lydia and Isabel each stood 
in front of their guests and pointed out 
animals on the Kapok Tree, identified 
the characteristics of their habitats, and 
then sang songs and played games that 
related to Rainforests.  

“Everyone enjoyed themselves and told 
us that they thought our birthday party 
was a wonderful idea” said Jennifer. 
Lydia and Isabel sent their guests home 
with a homemade DVD of themselves 
reading aloud from, Welcome to the Green 
House by Jane Yolen and One Day in the 
Jungle from The Giggle Club. 

After reflecting on the birthday party 
Escobar stated, “The party may have 
been the result of a homeschool unit 
on the Rainforest, but that wasn’t 
the deeper reason for it. We did the 
homeschool unit and had the party 
because we wanted to learn about this 
subject as a family and make a difference 
as a family. Partnering with The Nature 
Conservancy for birthday donations 
helped us succeed at both.”

With the generosity of their friends and 
family, Lydia and Isabel donated $200 
to The Nature Conservancy to help save 
the vanishing Rainforests.       

For more information about what The 
Nature Conservancy is doing to combat 
the issue of Rainforest deforestation 
please visit www.nature.org/rainforests.  

  © The escobars

©Patrick McCormick/TNC

 Clouds and vista at 
one thousand meters 
elevation in the Serra 

Bonita Reserve, 
Atlantic Forest, Brazil.
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Kentucky Chapter 
Conservation Areas

Kentucky Chapter Field Office
642 West Main Street
Lexington, KY  40508

Buck Creek Project Office
Pulaski County Conservation District
45 Eagle Creek Dr., Ste 102
Somerset, KY  42503
(606) 678-4842 x 113 office

South Fork Licking River 
Project Office
111 Court Street, Suite 1A
Cynthiana, KY  41031
(859) 234-0992 office
(859) 234-0993 fax

Central Kentucky Grasslands 
Project Office
Bluegrass Army Depot
2091 Kingston Highway, Bldg S-14	
Richmond, Kentucky 40475-5010
(859) 799-6483 office

Green River Project Office
103 N. Depot Street
Greensburg, KY  42743	
(270) 932-2220 office

Obion Creek/Bayou de Chien 
Project Office
302 S. Washington St., Room 112
Clinton, KY  42031
(270) 653-6888 office

Licking River Project Office
4944 Flemingsburg Road
Morehead, KY  40351
(606) 780-4092 office

Acres in Permanent Protection— 6/30/07
					   
	 7/1/06 – 6/30/07	 Total
Acres Protected by 
Conservation Easements:	 104.89		  5,056.08

Acres Purchased by TNC:	 0		  9,302.21

Assists/Transfers to Other Agencies
For Permanent Protection:	  251.62		  23,243.09

*Co-Op Acres Protected:	  302.29		  2,403.09

Total Acres Protected:	 658.80		  40,004.47

*Insures Best Management Practices for 10 years

©Tom Barnes ©Tom Barnes
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The Green River is Kentucky’s crown 
jewel of river systems and a national 
treasure of biodiversity. Located in 
south central Kentucky, the Green 
River Project Area consists of the 
upper Green River, its tributaries, and 
portions of Mammoth Cave National 
Park, comprising a watershed of about 
1,350 square miles. The Green River 
is home to 71 of the state’s 103 known 
mussel species. Nearly 60 of these 
species including the state’s only endemic 
mussel have been collected from this 
bioreserve. A number of rare, threatened 
or endangered plants and other animals 
are native to the project area as well.

The Green River Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) 
continued to be a primary focus for the 
Kentucky Chapter in 2007. Fourteen 
permanent CREP easements were 
recorded in 2007 totaling the number 
of acres enrolled in permanent CREP 
easments to over 850 acres, resulting 
in the protection of nearly 17 miles 
of riparian habitat. In 2008 we will 
continue to assist landowners and CREP 
partners in the implementation of the 
CREP program in the Green River 
project area as funds are available.

In 2007, the Kentucky Chapter 
reconvened with our partners on the 

Green River Dam Reoperation Project 
which is part of the national Sustainable 
Rivers Project, a partnership between the 
Army Corp of Engineers and The Nature 
Conservancy. Numerous state, federal, 
and academic partners met to discuss the 
ongoing reoperation of the Green River 
dam as it relates to dam and reservoir 
management, ecological response, 
research needs, and the necessary next 
steps. This group will continue to meet 
once a year to provide feedback to 
the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Conservancy regarding the appropriate 
strategies needed to complete this 
remarkable project.  

green river

©Tom Barnes ©Tom Barnes

©Tom Barnes



�       |      year in review Kentucky: 2007 annual report

The Palisades, as it is most commonly 
referred to, is located on the outskirts 
of the Inner Bluegrass Region in central 
Kentucky. The conservation area 
encompasses approximately 600,000 
acres and 100 river miles along the 
Palisades section of the Kentucky River. 
The towering limestone cliffs, deep 
gorges, wet weather springs, caves and 
sudden variations in slope, expose the 
meandering of the river and allow for a 
diversity of plant and animal species. 

This area also harbors two species of 
endangered bats as well as several rare 
and endangered plant species. The 
extensive wooded corridor along the 
river and its tributaries provide habitats 
for migrating birds, a travel corridor for 

wildlife and foraging areas for bats. The 
Palisades area supports manyexamples of 
the natural vegetation types of the Inner 
Bluegrass Physiographic region. 

A large portion of our conservation 
efforts are focused on land acquisitions 
and conservation easements to stop 
development of this natural area. The 
Kentucky Chapter and our partners 
have been able to preserve priority 
areas within the Palisades. Preserves 
such as the Crutcher Nature Preserve, 
the Jim Beam Nature Preserve, and the 
Sally Brown Nature Preserve have been 
established to protect the land and to 
offer people a place to commune with 
nature. In 2007, our dedicated volunteers 
helped expand the hiking trail system 

located within the Sally Brown and the 
Crutcher Nature Preserves for our guest’s 
enjoyment.  

We continue to work with many 
landowners in the region who allow 
us to manage and harvest native warm 
season grass seed on their land. This 
practice provides an excellent habitat 
for grassland nesting song birds and 
small mammals. This seed is also used 
to restore the once abundant prairie 
ecosystems found throughout Kentucky 
and adjoining states. In an effort to 
maintain native prairie grasses for 
wildlife and seed reproduction, the 
Kentucky Chapter burned approximately 
250 acres in 2007 on four separate farms 
in the Palisades.

kentucky river 

    palisades

© chris minor

© chris minor
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The Grand Rivers Corridor 
encompasses 513,000 acres in the 
watersheds of the Cumberland and 
Tennessee Rivers below their dams at 
Land Between the Lakes. This includes 
all of Livingston County and parts of 
Caldwell, Crittendon, Lyon, Marshall 
and McCracken counties. Important 
systems in the area include aquatic 
assemblages of the Cumberland and 
Tennessee Rivers, sloughs and emergent 
wetlands, bottomland forest, oak 
flatwoods, forested ravines, oak savannah, 
native grasslands and xeric glade 
communities. There are a number of rare 
federally threatened or endangered plant 
and animal species present in the area.

One of the main priorities in Grand 
Rivers Corridor for 2007 was to 
create and implement a plan for early 
successional habitat restoration.  This 

type of habitat, once prevalent across 
the majority of west Kentucky, is 
characterized by grasslands, glades, and 
open woodlands.  These habitats are 
critical to numerous declining plant and 
animal species, and especially important  
to grassland songbirds.

The Kentucky Chapter along with our 
partners, the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) 
and Quail Unlimited (QU) identified 
five areas within Grand Rivers Corridor 
for habitat restoration, ranging from 
7,000 to 30,000 acres in size.  The 
largest of the five areas is located in 
Livingston County, which includes the 
Mantle Rock preserve and the Newman’s 
Bluff State Wildlife Management Area 
and Natural Area.  

In early 2007 the Kentucky Chapter 
along with QU was awarded grant 
money to fund a “Habitat Improvement 
Team” for west Kentucky.  The grant 
allowed us and QU to focus on restoring 
early successional habitat for quail and 
grassland songbirds.  The two person 
team was also awarded office space in 
Grand Rivers.  

The Kentucky Chapter enrolled four of 
its properties into the USDA Wildlife 
Habitat Incentives Program in 2007.  
The program, which continues through 
2008, will result in the conversion of 
over 300 acres of fescue to native warm 
season grasses at Mantle Rock and 
Reynolds Metals tracts and 30 acres 
of glade restoration at Mantle Rock, 
Crittenden Springs Glade, and Aimee 
Rosenfield Preserve.

                         grand rivers 

                corridor

©tom barnes

Wild cotton (Hibisicus mosscheutos) at Swan Lake

©tom barnes ©tom barnes
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The project area consists of the Obion 
Creek and Bayou de Chien watersheds 
in western Kentucky.  These two 
watersheds drain over 350,000 acres 
of predominately agricultural land 
from western Graves County, southern 
Carlisle County, and most of Hickman 
and Fulton Counties. The two waterways 
join in Fulton County and flow for 
approximately 2 miles before draining 
directly into the Mississippi River. 
Roughly 90% of the project area lies 
within the Upper East Gulf Coastal Plain 
ecoregion, while the remaining 10% is in 
the Mississippi River Alluvial Plain.

The lack of Best Management Practices 
(BMP’s) on the numerous agricultural 
fields that drain into Obion Creek and 
Bayou de Chien is the largest threat to 

both water quality and aquatic wildlife 
habitat. The Kentucky Chapter worked 
hard in 2007 to combat the heavy 
amount of sedimentation found in 
Obion Creek and Bayou de Chien by 
planting 1,390 linear feet of filter strips, 
50 acres of bottomland hardwoods, 30 
acres of field buffers, and 13,500 feet 
of riparian buffers. The lack of suitable 
riparian or other forms of buffers on 
both the main stem and tributaries of 
the creeks not only decreases water 
quality from increased sediment and 
pesticide load, but also increases water 
temperature and decreases the amount of 
continuous corridors for wildlife use.

The Kentucky Chapter and the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources (KDFWR) teamed up in early 

2007 to increase habitat for northern 
bobwhite quail and other grassland 
sonbirds. Once found in abundance in 
west Kentucky, northern bobwhite quail 
have been in rapid decline since the 
1980’s; a result of habitat destruction 
due to urbanization, increased grassland 
cultivation, and a transitioning of once 
grassy fields into woods and forests. The 
Kentucky Chapter and KDFWR work 
together to identify landowners that 
have an interest in bobwhite quail and a 
willingness to create early successional 
grass buffers along agricultural field 
borders on their property. Putting these 
buffers on the ground benefits numerous 
bird species while also improving water 
quality.

obion creek/bayou de chien                

©tom barnes

©tom barnes

Tupelo Swamp

©tom barnes

Cypress in Obion Creek

A mussel in Obion Creek
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The Licking River, along with some 
of its tributaries, is a rare example of a 
native muskie stream. The Lower Licking 
River watershed has a diverse geography 
and a wide range of plant and animal 
species living in some of the most highly 
valued habitat in the region. The total 
project area encompasses more than 1.8 
million acres, of which about 60% is open 
agricultural land and 40% is forested. 
The Lower Licking River ecosystem 
runs along the river from Cave Run Lake 
Dam to the Ohio River. To the east, the 
Licking River Knobs contain diverse 
hardwood forested areas as well as open 
grassy woodlands.

A total of 100 fish species inhabit this 
region. The river basin also supports 
several unique fish species including: 
redside dace, mimic shiner, streamline 
chub, slender madtom, blue sucker, 
paddlefish, eastern sand, tippecanoe and 
sharpnose darters. There are also more 
than 50 species of mussels, of which 
11 are endangered. The watershed also 
provides respite for about 250 species 
of migratory birds, an unusually high 
number.

In 2007, the Kentucky Chapter initiated 
a partnership with the Harrison County 
Judge Executive and the Harrison 
County Fiscal Court.  The County Judge 
Executive’s interest in conservation 

inspired him to assist us with our 
conservation efforts in Harrison County.  
The Harrison County Fiscal Court 
applied for monies from the Heritage 
Land Conservation Fund Board for the 
purchase of an ecologically significant 
tract of land located along the Licking 
River. Protecting this tract of land will 
allow us to preserve favorable conditions 
for various mussel species found in the 
adjacent riffles and provide additional 
recreational opportunities for residents 
of Harrison and surrounding counties.  
Monies were approved by the Heritage 
Land Conservation Fund Board in late 
2007 and acquisition of the land is in 
process.

           lower licking river

©tom barnes

©tom barnes

©Conservancy STAFF

Coville covered bridge

The Licking River has 
the largest population 
of fanshell mussels in 

the world
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Buck Creek is one of Kentucky’s most 
outstanding natural resources, containing 
more than 30 species of freshwater 
mussels (nine of which are endangered or 
threatened), 77 species of fish, and one 
endangered bat species. Its ecosystem 
encompasses 188,472 acres in Pulaski, 
Lincoln and Rockcastle counties. It is 
a tributary to the Upper Cumberland 
River drainage and remains one of the 
more pristine streams in the region. 

The Chapter’s Pumphrey Tract located 
in Pulaski County had 150 acres 
approved for the Wetland Reserve 
Program through the United States 
Department of Agriculture in 2007. 
The current tile drains and drainage 
ditches will be plugged and/or broken in 
2008 to make them non-functional and 
approximately 20,000 feet of stream 
channel built in order to restore the 
area to its natural hydrological regime. 
Bottomland hardwoods will be planted 
in the Wetland Reserve Project area to 
restore its natural state.

In 2007, Pulaski County was approved 
for funding through the Kentucky 
Heritage Land Conservation Fund to 
purchase 35 acres of the Conservancy’s 
Pumphrey Tract and 46 acres of the 
Conservancy’s Hazeldell Tract.  The 
Kentucky Chapter will retain permanent 
conservation easements on both 
properties.  Pulaski County plans to turn 
both recently purchased areas into nature 
preserves that will be open to the public.

buck creek

© Clarence a. rechenthin @ USDA-nrcs plants database

©Conservancy Staff

©john burnett

Dwarf sundew, 
(Drosera brevifolia)  
which is found in the 
Buck Creek watershed
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The Townsend Creek watershed in 
northwestern Bourbon County covers 
over 11,038 acres and is an important 
tributary of the South Fork of the 
Licking River.  Most of the watershed 
is rural and consists of farm and pasture 
land.  The creek has been classified 
as a 303(d) 1st priority stream by the 
Kentucky Division of Water. The 
reason for this classification is due to 
heavy sedimentation, pathogens in the 
water, and nutrient overload.  These 
impairments have resulted in poor water 
quality and make the watershed unsafe 
for recreational opportunities such as 
fishing and swimming. The riparian 
zones of Townsend Creek along with its 
tributaries consist of pasture land which 
exposes the creek to large amounts of 
sediment, nutrients, and pathogens that 
flow along with the water run off into the 
creek.  

In 2005 the Kentucky Chapter was 
awarded a 1.5 million dollar conservation 
grant through the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Division of 
Water’s Non-Point Source Pollution 
Program; known as the 319 program.  
The “319” stands for the numbered 

section in the Clean Water Act and 
is designated to address poor water 
quality issues and ways to educate the 
public about these issues. The Kentucky 
Chapter spent the majority of 2007 
focusing on fulfilling the requirements of 
the 319 grant. Community outreach is a 
large component of this grant therefore, 
we held community meetings on water 
quality issues, visited local landowners, 
wrote newspaper articles, visited schools, 
and gave presentations on poor water 
quality issues in the South Fork project 
area. 

The Kentucky Chapter co-manages and 
owns part of a unique conservation site 
in the South Fork Licking River area 
known as Griffith Woods.  This Harrison 
County farm is co-managed with the 
University of Kentucky and the Kentucky 
State Nature Preserves Commission. The 
main goal for this site is to restore its 
Bluegrass Savanna landscape by planting 
native trees and shrubs across its 745 
acres. A grant was secured in 2007 to 
help us purchase and plant native plant 
species in Griffith Woods in 2008.

south fork of the   

                    licking river

©tom barnes

©tom barnes
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The Rockcastle River is located in 
southeastern Kentucky and covers 
part of five counties: Laurel, Jackson, 
Rockcastle, Clay and Pulaski. A portion 
of the Rockcastle River has been 
designated a wild and scenic river and 
contains federally endangered species. 
The community based project in the 
Rockcastle River will celebrate its 
fifteenth anniversary in March 2008.  
The key to the success of this project has 
been the diversity of partnerships that 
have been forged over the years with 
governmental agencies, legislators, and 
most of all the people that inhabit this 
beautiful, diverse and unique watershed.  
The years of hard work continue to 
pay off with improvements in water 
quality, acres of land protected and new 
partnerships.

The Jackson County Development 
Association and the Jackson County 
Fiscal Court came to a unique agreement 
to transform a historic log house bought 
by the Nature Conservancy in the 
watershed located on US 421 into a 
welcome center that emphasizes heritage 
and ecotourism opportunities in the area.  
This is just one of the ways that The 
Nature Conservancy partners with its 
local communities to improve economic 
conditions as well as preserve the natural 
environment.

An EPA 319 Non-Point Source Pollution 
grant in the Roundstone watershed of 
the Rockcastle was completed in 2007 
with several dozen farmers cost-sharing 
to receive improvements to their farms 
that will protect water quality. In 2007, 
the Kentucky Chapter partnered with 
the US Forest Service to rehabilitate the 
Cromer Ridge area which has suffered 
from years of abuse by off road vehicles 
making steep eroded trails that produce 
a siltation problem for the Rockcastle 
River project area.

Conservation buyers purchased key 
tracts of land in 2007 protecting the 
hibernacula for Indiana and Virginia 
big-eared bats.  Several of these tracts 
bordered Horse Lick Creek and will have 
easements that do not allow any activities 
that would degrade water quality or allow 
timber cutting.  This is one more piece 
in the puzzle that provides clean water 
for endangered mussel and fish species, 
and habitat for terrestrial creatures that 
deserve their rightful place in the hills of 
Appalachia.

rockcastle river

©tom barnes
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Endangered big-eared bats can be 
found near the Rockcastle River



connections
with people and places

Sally Brown Hike
Chapter staff and volunteers pause for a group 
photo after a member hike in the Sally Brown 
Nature Preserve.  

Rockcastle Canoe
Chapter staff and their guests prepare for a 
canoe trip down the Rockcastle River. 

Staff Site Visit
Chapter staff pausing on a hike 
at Mantle Rock Preserve.
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The Green River
There is nothing that the Chapter staff enjoys 
more than spending a summer day floating 
down the “Green” with our members.

© Conservancy staff

© Conservancy staff

© Conservancy staff

© Conservancy staff

© Conservancy staff © Conservancy staff

Youth Member and Mussel
Youth member Chelsea learns 
how mussels and water quality 
equate to each other.

Staff Burn Prep
Three of the Chapter’s burn team prepare the pumper unit for 
a burn at the Sally Brown Nature Preserve.  



Many people are surprised to learn 
that fire plays an integral role in the 
development of nearly every type of 
ecosystem historically found in Kentucky.  
Native Americans routinely introduced 
fire to the landscape, leading to the 
development of our native forests, 
barrens, and grasslands. 

The Kentucky Chapter’s planning 
process has identified an “altered fire 
regime” as a key ecological threat to many 
of our conservation goals. The reason 
that an altered fire regime is identified 
as a threat is because the lack of fire 
is causing a decline in native habitats 
and various species. Consequently, the 
Kentucky Chapter is working to restore 
natural prescribed fire regimes to project 
areas through the use of prescribed 
fire. This is a daunting task when you 
consider the fact that there are several 
hundred thousand acres that need to be 
put under ecological fire management 
throughout the state.  

A primary concern when re-introducing 
fire to our natural ecosystems is 
conducting the work safely.  This requires 
trained personnel, adequate equipment 
and a lot of planning and forethought. 
For the past several years, to help build 

prescribed fire capacity in the state, 
the Conservancy has worked with its 
partners to offer basic fire training 
to staff and volunteers. The Nature 
Conservancy has provided training to 
students at the University of Kentucky, 
Eastern Kentucky University, and Murray 
State University. The Conservancy has 
also assisted in conducting fire training 
sessions at the Bluegrass Army Depot 
and Fort Knox.  In some cases, the 
Conservancy has financed the cost for its 
partners’ key staff to attend out-of-state 
high level prescribed fire courses. 

Over the past several years, Kentucky 
staff has become extensively trained in 
ecological fire management. A crew of 
highly qualified staff travels the state to 
implement prescribed fires for ecosystem 
restoration purposes.  However, we are 
not affecting nearly enough acreage and 
must find ways to increase the amount 
of properly thought out ecological 
burning accomplished each year. One 
of the ways we are doing this is through 
the Conservancy Fire Initiative’s - Fire 
Learning Network.

The Fire Learning Network (FLN) 
is comprised of teams from landscape 
level project areas. These teams work 

together through a series of workshops 
to develop and review ecological 
prescribed fire management plans for 
the respective project areas. In Kentucky, 
the Conservancy has FLN sites at The 
Land Between the Lakes and the Daniel 
Boone National Forest.   These projects 
involve working with partners from 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources, Kentucky Division 
of Forestry, University of Kentucky, 
University of Tennessee, US Forest 
Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Quail Unlimited, and the National Wild 
Turkey Federation.  

The Chapter is also working to double its 
internal prescribed fire capacity within 
the next two years.  One prescribed fire 
crew will work in the western part of 
the state while another is working in 
the central and eastern portions of the 
state.  The successful accomplishment 
of this objective will require the 
retention of highly trained fire staff, 
additional necessary fire equipment, 
and the financial ability to hire seasonal 
prescribed burning personnel. 

prescribed burn
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BURNING ISSUES – Improving Ecological Burning and Prescribed Fire Capacity
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partnerships

The Nature Conservancy relies 
on strong partnerships to 
leverage its conservation work. 
In Kentucky, for example:   

•	 A partnership continues with the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
(KDFWR) and the Kentucky Nature Preserves 
Commission (KNPC) in the implementation of 
the Landowner Incentives Program (LIP). The 
LIP grant has provided funds to support a Project 
Manager for the Obion Creek/ Bayou de Chien 
project area and has administered funding for the 
Grand Rivers Project Manager for the past two 
years. Additionally, the LIP program assists Project 
Managers working with private landowners to 
improve habitats for rare and declining species 
across the state. The LIP program provides funds 
to help landowners implement the necessary 
changes to their land to make their property more 
suitable for to declining species across the state.  

•	 This year the Kentucky Chapter launched a new 
effort focused on declining early-successional 
wildlife species through a unique partnership with 
KDFWR and Quail Unlimited. The Kentucky 
Chapter and Quail Unlimited sought funding to 
combat this issue and were successful in attaining 
funds from various resources. The chapter used 
funds to hire seasonal staff for its prescribed fire 
activities and other stewardship work in project 
areas around the state. Quail Unlimited used their 
money to fund a “Habitat Team” which focuses 
efforts in the Jackson Purchase Area of the state, 
including the Grand Rivers Corridor and Obion 
Creek/Bayou de Chien project areas.

•	 The Kentucky Chapter lobbied for a federal 
appropriation to assist the Daniel Boone National 
Forest in acquiring land to expand the forest. The 
Chapter was successful in its efforts and as a result 
the Daniel Boone National Forest was awarded 
$175,000 for land acquisition.

•	 The Chapter continued a partnership to co-fund 
the Buck Creek Project Manager position with the 
Pulaski County Soil and Water Conservation 
District. This partnership has been in place 
now since 2000 and has been the impetus for an 
incredible amount of conservation work in the 
Buck Creek watershed. 

•	 The Chapter entered into an agreement with the Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet and the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service to pay for stream restoration work conducted 
in the Buck Creek Project Area. This exciting agreement provides 
funding to restore approximately 20,000 feet of tributary streams 
leading to Buck Creek. This stream restoration effort includes an 
agreement and partnership with KDFWR to provide financial 
resources to restore another 500 feet of one of the tributaries in the 
Buck Creek Project area. The project involves a wetland restoration 
component and a partnership with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to pay for the restoration of approximately 
150 acres of wetlands through the Wetland Restoration Program 
(WRP).

our

©tom barnes

Bayou de Chien cypress swamp
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CASH - OPERATING FUND $ 141,240 $ 109,483

CASH - LAND ACQUISITION FUND  395,370  406,863

LAND PRESERVATION FUND (LPF) (1)  752,466  752,466

GOVERNMENT GRANTS RECEIVABLE  345,959  139,570

ENDOWMENT FUNDS (2)  3,445,071  3,122,680

CONSERVATION LANDS (3)  11,407,383  11,543,445

OTHER ASSETS (4)  100,000  58,641

 ToTAL AsseTs $ 1�,�87,�8� $ 1�,1��,1�8
 

INTERNAL LPF LOANS $ 6,734,750 $ 6,305,095
EXTERNAL NOTES/MORTGAGES PAYABLE  32,894  38,283   

OTHER LIABILITIES (5)  83,777  87,299 

 ToTAL LiABiLiTies $ �,8�1,��1 $ �,��0,�77
      
 
NET ASSETS (equity in land, cash & endow)  9,736,068  9,702,471

 ToTAL LiABiLiTies AnD neT AsseTs  1�,�87,�8�   1�,1��,1�8
      
 

neT vALUe oF ConservATion LAnD (�) $ �,���,7�� $ �,�00,0�7

noTes:
(1)   Revolving fund for borrowing 

for land acquisition, provides 
interest income for operations

(2)   Fair market value at previous 
month’s end

(3)   Book value at time of land 
purchase

(4)   Notes or accounts receivable, 
deposits paid on land, etc.

(5)   Taxes or accounts payable, etc.

(6)   Book value at time of land 
purchase minus current loan 
balance

Financial Summary                 ( for the fi scal year ending June 30, 2007)

BALAnCe sHeeT                                 As of june �0, �007                  As of june �0 , �00�

Programmatic effi ciency

Fundraising 11%

General and 
Administration1�%

Dues & Contributions by Type

sources of operating Funds Uses of operating Funds

Programmatic Efficiency Dues and Contributions by Type

Sources of Operating Funds Uses of Operating Funds

Programmatic effi ciency

Programmatic Efficiency Dues and Contributions by Type

Sources of Operating Funds Uses of Operating Funds

Dues & Contributions by Type

Programmatic Efficiency Dues and Contributions by Type

Sources of Operating Funds Uses of Operating Funds

sources of operating Funds

Programmatic Efficiency Dues and Contributions by Type

Sources of Operating Funds Uses of Operating Funds

other 1%

Corporations �%

individuals
 �7%Foundations

 �8%

Dues & 
Contributions 

��%

Conservation 
Activities 7�%

Personnel
 ��%

investment income �%

Government 
Grants ��%

other income �%
Communications �%

occupancy �%

Travel �%

other �%

Contractual 
1�%

supplies & 
equipment 

1�%

© Tom BArnes
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Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Abell
Ms. Ilene C. Angel
Mr. Charles R. Arterburn
Ms. Susan S. Beard & Mr. Carl Petersen
Mrs. Jayne L. BecVar
Mr. George R. Bell
Ms. Mary Bill Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. Erich Boehm
Dr. Mollie Bowers
Mr. Joseph W. Brill
Mr. Dewett L. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Buck
Mr. Harold G. Campbell
Ms. Diane Carlin
Col. Howard Carter, Jr.
Ms. Kathy Carter
Mrs. Elizabeth Cauley
Rev. Thomas A. Cooper
Ms. Kathleen D. Corneil
Mr. & Mrs. S. Gordon Dabney
Mr. Christopher W. Davenport
Mrs. Janna Donovan
Ms. Fay R. Dorval
Mrs. P. P. Douglass III
Mr. Preston Forsythe
Mr. & Mrs.Troy Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Ladell Futch
Ms. Jean Givens
Mrs. Mary Louise Gorman
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Hale
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hamm

Clay Hancock
Mr. Walter A. Hehl
Mrs. Sue H. Henderson
Ms. Valina K. Hurt
Dr. Hunt B. Jones
Ms. Laura Kamperman
Mr. Kenneth L. Karem
Ms. Wendy S. Katz
Dr. Arba L. Kenner
Ms. Judy H. Kirby
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Klapheke
Mr. Don W. Lacy
Mr. Baylor Landrum Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lyne
Ms. Carolyn Browne Malkin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Mansmith
Mr. Hugh McCarty
Ms. Colleen McKinley & Mr. Eric Blow
Dr. & Mrs. Duane Miksch
Ms. Krista Mills
Mrs. Robert W. Moore
Ms. Arlene M. Morton
Ms. Kathryn U. Mowery
Mr. Brian C. Myres
Ms. Anne E. Nash & Mr. Thomas Newton
Ms. Carol Nussbaum
Mrs. Barbara A. O’Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Orendorff
Ms. Gayle M. Pille
Mr. & Mrs. R. M. Richards
Dr. George Rieveschl, Jr.

Mr. Mark Roberts & Ms. Betty Beshoar
Dr. Gerald A. Rosenthal
Mrs. Diane Schrooten
Mr. Jeff Scott
Mr. John G. Scott
Mr. Bill Scroggins
Ms. Isabel W. Silverman
Ms. Cathy L. Smith
Ms. Theresa Smith
Ms. Gennine Sorrentino
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sprague
Mr. & Mrs. William Stilwell
Dr. Carol J. Swarts
Mr. Bruce H. Thompson
Ms. Susan J. Utt
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Verst
Mrs. Dorothy Vick
Ms. Karoline Warford
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Warren
Mr. Jim Watson & Ms. Ann Blum
Mr. William Webb
Ms. Linda White
Dr. Pam Williams
Mr. Michael Willson
Mr. James H. Wilson
Mr. Tom Wilson
Mrs. Emily W. Wolfson
Ms. Ann Yeargin
Mr. Greg Zahradnik

Membership in The Legacy Club is available to those who have chosen to create 
a lasting legacy with The Nature Conservancy.  You can become a member by sharing 
with us that you have named the Conservancy in your will or estate plan or by making 
a life income gift.  Membership is voluntary and without obligation; it is our way of 
recognizing remarkable contributions made by Kentuckians to the Conservancy.  For 
more information, call Director of Philanthropy Diane Davis at 859-259-9655 ext. 22.

To make a gift of any 

kind to The Nature 

Conservancy is an act 

of generosity.  To make 

a long-term gift – one 

derived from the work 

of a lifetime – is to 

make a commitment 

beyond measure.

Kentucky Legacy 
                Club members
©tom barnes
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$100,000+ Level

Mr. Baylor Landrum Jr.

$50,000+ Level

Community Foundation of Louisville
The Glenview Trust Company
The Taylor Family Foundation
Mr. Kent Taylor
W.L. Lyons Brown Foundation

$25,000+ Level

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Abell
The C.E. and S. Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Dupree
Kentucky Christian Foundation, Inc. 
Mrs. Emily W. Wolfson
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Zamansky

$15,000+ Level

Clay Hancock
Mr. George Sullivan

$10,000+ Level

Mr. James R. Boyd
Mr. Harold G. Campbell

Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels
James N. Gray Company, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Jones
Mr. Jonathan K. & Dr. Monica Kern
Mohn Family Foundation
Ms. Audrey W. Otto
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Shott
Spray Foundation, Inc.
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Test

$5,000+ Level

ADFAM Charities, Inc.
Dr. Edwin M. Ahrens
Mr. & Mrs. William Black
Brown Family Foundation
Ms. Laura Lee Brown & Mr. Steve Wilson
Mr. Lee W. Davis
Ms. Sandra Frazier
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hamm
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Heye
Ms. Barbara Hunter
Col. & Mrs. Robert H. Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Lavin
Mayberry Foundation
The Meijer Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. W. Austin Musselman
Mr. Charles D. Ralph
Mr. Warren W. Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Stubbs

Sutherland Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James Welch
Vulcan Materials Company Foundation

$1,000+ Level

Mrs. Edwin P. Abell
Mr. Seth Adams
Mrs. Helen C. Alexander
Mr. Clifton Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Barzun
Beckham Bird Club
Mr. William A. Bell
Ms. Barbara J. Berman
Bonnie Management Company
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bonnie
Bowling Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. J. McCauley Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Owsley Brown
Buchanan Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Luther Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. David Cassidy
Citizens Bank
Mr. Grady E. Clay & Ms. Judith McCandless
Mrs. Norton Clay
Country Chevrolet
Mr. Marc Cousoulis
Dr. Vicki Crumpton
Mr. & Mrs. S. Gordon Dabney
Dr. & Mrs. Wayne H. Davis

nature conservancy donors
July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007

©tom barnes
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Dr. & Mrs. David Dorman
Mrs. Barbara Dumesnil
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Edmiston
Eli Brown & Sons, Inc.
Mr. David Ernst
Mr. Marshall B. Farrer
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Fellows
Mr. Franklin D. Fitzpatrick
Mrs. Harry S. Frazier
Ms. Gaye Fugate
Drs. David & Christine Gibson
Ms. Eleanor Griffin
Mr. Richard Hall
Ms. Sarah Hamm-Alvarez
Mr. Henry V. Heuser, Jr.
Dr. Randall Holley
Mr. William G. Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Bixler Howland
Mr. John Huneke
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Jaenicke
Dr. & Mrs. Gary V. James
Mr. Ronald James
Mr. A. Houston Keach, Jr. & Ms. Lowry 
     Igleheart-Keach
Mr. & Mrs. Fred M. Keller, Jr.
Mr. Randy A. Kemper
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Kenan, III
Kentucky American Water
Mr. Douglas Kilmer & Ms. Jamie Reynolds
Mr. Burton L. Kincheloe
Dr. & Mrs. Christopher Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kulp
La Grange Animal Hospital
The Landrum Fund
Mr. Joseph C. Martin & Ms. Kathleen J.  
     Laurin-Martin
Ms. Portia Leatherman
Lexington Quarry Company
Mr. Mark E. Lutz & Ms. Leslie St. Clair
MacLean Foundation
Mr. Boyce F. Martin III
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Martin
Mr. Kim & Dr. Kristy Menke
Mr. & Mrs. William Monin
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mueller

Mr. Brian C. Myres
Mr. Bruce Orwin
The Outdoor Partnership
Owsley Brown Charitable Foundation
Ms. Jane Ozenberger
Dr. Carolyn Purcell
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Lee Ralston
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Reed
Mr. Stephen R. Reily & Ms. Emily S. Bingham
Mrs. Elizabeth Reutlinger
Robert Winthrop Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Roth
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Rounsavall
Ms. Molly Rowan
Sandford Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. E. Halsey Sandford
Mr. & Mrs. John I. Schneider
Schwab Charitable Fund
Mr. Bill Scroggins
Mr. & Mrs. James Stites
Mr. & Mrs. William Street
Mr. & Mrs. R. Brent Summers
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Swope
Ms. Julia R. Swords
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Tichenor
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, North America
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac C. Van Meter
Mr. John B. Van Meter
Mr. Paul Vogt
W.L. Lyons Brown, Jr. Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wade
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wade
Ms. Janet L. Walker
Mrs. Louise R. Wall
Ms. Porter Watkins & Mr. George Bailey
Ms. Nancy F. Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wunsch
Ms. Ann H. Zahniser

$500+ Level

Mr. Richard P. Alloo
Audubon Society of Kentucky
Ms. Edith Bingham
Mr. David C. Booth
Mr. & Mrs. H. Hewett Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Randolph Brown
Ms. Wendy Burt
Mr. & Mrs. Rutherford Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cody
Ms. Susan K. Covert
Ray Daugherty & Terry O’Bryan Daugherty
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Doyne
Ms. Laura J. Dunbar
Mr. Dave Elbon
Gannett Foundation 
The Gardner Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. John Greene
Ms. JoAnn Griffin
Ms. Waddell Hancock II
Ms. Liz Harper
Mrs. Louise F. Hickox
Hinkle Contracting Corp.
Mrs. Sally Hinkle
Ms. Susan T. Hinkle
Ms. Jayne Hollander
Ms. Jane H. Hope
J.J.B Hilliard, W.L. Lyons, Inc.
Ms. Isabelle Kagan
Mrs. & Mrs. Lew Lancaster
McReynolds Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jackson McReynolds
Mr. Neil Mellen
Mr. Cyrus L. Miller
Mr. Richard Miller
Mr. & Mrs. David K. Mills
Mr. Paul B. Mulhollem & Ms. Valerie Cravens
Mrs. A. J. Napier
Ms. Jane Newton
Ms. Katherine Robinson
Mr. Donald H. Rolf, Jr.
Rev. & Mrs. Alfred R. Shands III
Ms. Caroline C. Simmons
Simpson Manufacturing Co.
Mr. & Mrs. John Clay Stites
Dr. James Sublett
Dr. Carol J. Swarts
Mr. Vernon A. Uchtman
Ms. Cathryn Wasson
Mrs. Jane F. Welch
Ms. Patricia D. West
Mrs. Clara Yates Wieland

In-Kind gifts
Mr. Joshua Bills

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Brooks

Central Kentucky Equipment, Mr. Paul Huber

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Courtney

Doyle Water Distributors, Mr. Greg Doyle

Getty & Childers PLLC

Kentucky State University, Mr. Ken Bates

Mr. Burton L. Kincheloe

PC LAN Systems, Mr. Richard Makkay

Marshall County Tire

Publishers Printing Company

Mr. Lynn Schwantes

C. Ron Smith Appraisals, LLC 

Mr. Terry Sohl

Stephen’s Auto Sales

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Whitman
©tom barnes

Eggert’s sunflower
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Go Natural!
Drive Home your 
support for the 
outdoors and 
keep kentucky in 
a natural state.

Buy a Nature License Plate when you 

register your car, light truck, or SUV. The 

annual cost is just $10 above the cost of a 

regular license plate and is considered a 

tax deductible donation.  Money from the 

sale of the plate goes into the Heritage 

Land Conservation Fund for purchasing 

natural areas to be left as wild places 

held in trust for future generations. Since 

the program began in 1995, Kentuckians 

have contributed more than $8.6 million.  

Nature plates displaying the cardinal, 

the bobcat and the butterfl y have been 

replaced by the following designs, which 

are now available for purchase. The new 

designs were selected by public vote from 

nearly a dozen illustrations submitted to 

the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 

Fund Board.  

For more information contact your 

county clerk or go to:  www.dnr.ky.gov/

heritageland/natureplate

www.dnr.ky.gov/heritageland/natureplate



The Nature Conservancy, Kentucky 

Chapter board of trustees

Officers
Irvin Abell, III, Chair
Michael Hamm, Vice Chair
Robert C. Wade, Vice Chair
Marshall B. Farrer, Treasurer
Susan Lavin, Secretary

Trustees
William R. Black, Jr.
Norman L. Brown
P.P. “Weesie” Douglass
Robert G. Edmiston, J.D.
Boyce F. Martin, III
Dr. Roger J. Shott
George Sullivan
Louise R. Wall
W. Plumer “Buck” Wiseman, Jr.

Immediate Past Chair
W. Austin Musselman, Jr.

Trustee Emeritus
Thomas P. Dupree, Sr.

Ex-Officio Trustees
Donald S. Dott, Jr.
Dr. Jon W. Gassett
Jerry Perez

Mr. Richard Alloo

Mr. Hugh Archer

Mr. Raymond Athey

Ms. Brooke Barzun

Mr. Barry Bingham, Jr.

Mr. Doug Blair

Mrs. Ina Brown Bond

Mr. Jim Boyd

Ms. Margaret C. Brandt

The Honorable Edward T. Breathitt

Mrs. W. L. Lyons Brown

Mr. James K. Caudill

Mr. Bruce M. Churton

Ms. Judith Clabes

Dr. Joe G. Conley

Mr. Avery Crounse

Mr. S. Gordon Dabney

Mr. Ray C. Dailey

Mr. Thomas P. Dupree, Sr.

Mr. Bruce Ferguson

Mr. Franklin D. Fitzpatrick

Ms. Sandra Anne Frazier

Ms. Deborah Gates

Mr. Oscar Geralds, Jr.

Mr. Franklin Gray

Mr. James P. Gray, II

Clay Hancock

Mrs. A.B. Hancock, Jr.

Dr. Monica Harris

Mr. Walter M. Higgins

Mrs. Lawrence Hilliard

Mr. Carl Horneman

Mr. Ronnie James

Ms. Margaret Jeffiers

Mr. Jackson I. Jones

Mrs. Elizabeth P. Kenan

Dr. Monica Kern

Dr. Wendell Kingsolver
Please let us know if we have accidentally omitted your name 
from the list of former trustees, 859-259-9655 ext. 29.

Dr. Charles Kupchella

Ms. Nana Lampton

Mr. Bert Lyons

Ms. Gloria Martin

Mr. Kurt Mason

Ms. Judith McCandless

Mr. Barclay McCoy

Mr. Earl S. McDaniel, Jr.

Ms. Lois Troyer McGrath

Ms. Sara G. Meekins

Ms. Mimi Middleton

Dr. Carol Swarts Milburn

Ms. Celeste Neuman

Ms. Tolie Otto

Mr. Kenneth Palmgreen

Mr. Bruce Poundstone

Governor Paul Patton

Mr. Layton Register

Dr. Gerald Rosenthal

Mr. William R. Seymour, Jr.

Mr. Randy Seymour

Mr. Nick Simon

Mr. Ben H. Story

Ms. Jackie Swigart

Mr. Kent Taylor

Mr. James C. Thomas

Mrs. Doris Tichenor

Ms. Trish Van Clief

Dr. Ronald Van Stockum

Mrs. Robert Spears VanMeter

Dr. Woodford S. VanMeter

Mr. Carl Wedekink

Mr. James S. Welch, Jr.

Mr. Adalin Wichman

Mrs. Clara Yates Wieland

Mr. Art Williams

Ms. Catharine W. Wilson 

Mr. Jack A. Wilson

Former Trustees

Current Trustees

The Nature Conservancy is governed as a single, tax-exempt 
501(c)(3) organization by a worldwide, volunteer Board 
of Governors and is managed from its worldwide office in 
Arlington, Virginia.   To achieve the Conservancy’s place-based 
mission, the Board of Governors has established chapters of 
The Nature Conservancy at the state and country level.  Each 
state and country program is run by a director who manages 
the program’s annual plan and budget in support of the 
Conservancy’s mission and goals.                 

Most state and several country programs are advised and 
assisted by volunteer Boards of Trustees. The Board of 
Governors relies on these Boards of Trustees for assistance 
in achieving the Conservancy’s mission and goals and for 
overseeing chapter operations.  

Members of both boards serve three critical functions: 
ambassador, conservationist, and fundraiser.  They assist in 
setting chapter goals, review and recommend for approval 
annual plans, monitor progress toward the organization’s goals 
and, importantly, subject the chapter’s work to additional 
critical thinking. Without their existence and dedication, the 
Conservancy could not accomplish its work around the world.
 
The Kentucky Chapter of The Nature Conservancy wishes to 
express its sincere appreciation for the individuals listed below.   
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Leave a Legacy
for Future Generations

What better legacy is there to leave than your commit-

ment to protecting the Earth for generations to come?

Whether you are taking those first important steps

toward planning your estate or are in the process of

updating your estate plan, The Nature Conservancy

is here to help. Don’t let another day pass by.

Contact The Nature Conservancy today.

Please consult a qualified financial advisor before making a gift. PKYPM080101001

CONTACT: Diane Davis PHONE: (859) 259-9655 ext. 22

E-MAIL: diane_davis@tnc.org WEB: nature.org/kentucky
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